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ABSTRACT 

Parents 1 participation in their children’s education is still 
a relatively new concept in the Czech Republic. Yet the parent-school 
relationship is considered essential for educational reform. This paper is 
the first report on research on the role of parents as educational and social 
partners. of the schools. The research examines these relationships through 
the frameworks of national legislation and the media’s view on education. The 
purpose of the research is to better understand the potentialities, duties, 
and rights of parents as essential participants in the education of their 
children. Data were gathered from analyses of national legislation, records 
of selected schools, two newspapers, two TV news programs, and one 
educational journal. An examination of legislation and school documents 
failed to clearly define a role for parents or to create models for 
partnerships. It seems that relationships between parents and the schools 
will develop only from the goodwill and sincere efforts of each. The media 
portray an unfavorable picture of educational institutions in general and 
teachers in particular. This creates an obstacle for partnerships. Overall, 
the existence of partnerships between parents and the schools is more 
theoretical than actual. (Contains 12 references.) (WFA) 



Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 
from the original document. , 



£A oZXiyio 



European Conference on Educational Research 
ECER 2001 



VO 



r- 



§ 



5-8 September 2001 

Universite Charles de Gaulle, Lille, France 



The Role of Parents as Educational and Social Partners of the 
School in the Czech Republic: Legislation and Media Analysis 



Milada Rabusicova, Katerina Emmerova 



Department of Educational Studies 
Faculty of Arts 
Masaryk University 
Brno, Czech Republic 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement 
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION 
/ CENTER (ERIC) 

□r This document has been reproduced as 
~ received from the person or organization 
originating it. 

□ Minor changes have been made to 
improve reproduction quality. 



PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE AND 
DISSEMINATE THIS MATERIAL HAS 
BEEN GRANTED BY 

M- ■ 



• Points of view or opinions stated in this 
document do not necessarily represent 
official OERl position or policy. 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC) 

1 



This paper is based on research project The Role of Parents as Educational and Social 
Partners of the School (No. 406/01/1077) supported by Grant Agency of the Czech Republic. 




BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



2 



Educational triangle: parents - child - teacher 

Significance of parents for school life and its development is nowadays generally 
acknowledged in the Czech Republic. Although this trend does not have as long a tradition as 
in most western European countries, where it has been developing since the 80s, it has 
achieved its position in contemplation about the quality of the school education and it has been 
keeping this position for a few past years. Parents are considered a very important part of an 
educational triangle which consists of a child, a teacher and parents. More and more they are 
discussed in terms of being a part of the school, acting for the school and at the same time 
overreaching their interest in and care of their own child - thus taking the role of social 
partners of the school. But starting this kind of partnership in practice is not without problems. 

Various works published in this field find out obstacles and problems in mutual 
relationships between the school and the family. These problems stem from a whole range of 
conditions, from the macro structural ones to the individual - communicational ones. Husen, for 
instance, discusses the fact that some of the discrepancies result from the very nature of the 
family and the school as institutions. Relationships in the family may be described as functional 
diffusion, i.e. the family members are engaged in the relationships with others in every respect: 
they live in one and the same place, spend their free time together, eat together etc. Whereas 
the school is a place with specific relationships where specific roles and tasks are distributed 
according to the distribution of roles of teachers and students. This is the source of 
discontinuity in the nature of the relationships between individuals. It is just the same with the 
relationships in the family as opposed to other public institutions. Family relationships are of 
emotional background whereas relationships in public institutions depend on positions of the 
two parties engaged at the point of encounter (Husen, 1992). We may certainly find other 
explanation schemes as well, e.g. teacher professionalism (Armstrong, 1995) or parent 
consumerism (Vincent, 2000). 

Situation in the 1990s in the Czech Republic: way to partnership? 

In 1995 we carried out a research which was concentrated on the issue of relationships 
and communication between the school and the family. The starting premise was rooted in 
considering the communication barrier between these two sides which is caused by the lack of 
mutual trust and respect. During the research we concentrated on the mutual perception of the 
two sides engaged (how they perceive each other), on their expectations, their evaluation 
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criteria (what criteria are involved in the parents’ judgement of the school quality?, what 
criteria are involved in the teachers’ judgement of the parental care?) and on their common 
activities. In the conclusion we had to state that “the quality of communication and co- 
operation between the school and parents is not very satisfactory", that “the schools nowadays 
are in the phase of gradual opening and cautious search for the ways of approaching the 
parents of their pupils" and that “there are attempts and partial initiatives from both sides but 
their effectiveness is to be doubted" (Rabusicova, Pol, 1996). 

In that time the need of dealing with such an issue resulted from significant changes in the 
Czech educational system which happened after “the velvet revolution" in 1989. It was the 
general democratizational process which was reflected in the functioning of the educational 
system as a whole as well as in the working of individual schools. One of the most significant 
things was initiating the subsidiarity principle in management and co-operation with social 
partners of the school, the educational and social partnership with parents included. 

Contemporary situation: contextual point of view 

The trend of changes in the Czech educational system, which began in the 1 990s, 
continues. The topic of parents in relation to school is still an issue which is considered one of 
the headstones in building good educational environment for children. This is also the reason 
why we came back to this issue, from a different point of view, after six years again. This year 
we have started a three-year research project 1 under the name of The Role of Parents as 
Educational and Social Partners of the School. Parents as educational partners of the school 
are defined as individuals and groups entering relationships with the school because they are 
interested in their children, their upbringing and education. Parents as social partners are 
defined as individuals and groups entering relationships with the school because they are 
interested in the development of the school as an institution. 

The wh61e project was led by the attempt at understanding all potentialities, duties and 
rights of the parents as an essential actors in the process of education of their own children in 
relation to the school. The goal is to contribute to the answers to questions connected with the 
role of parents as educational and social partners of the school. We are interested in the extend 
to which the real situation in the position of parents in relation to the school is compatible to 



1 It is a research project supported by the Grant Agency of the Czech Republic (no. 406/01/1077). 



